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Sharing Our Similarities and DISPLAYS §

Celebrating Our Differences To
Create An Equitable Society

Saj Ghafoor OBE
Director of Strategy & Partnerships



Culture Bazaar: A Cele

As ever, Culture Bazaar remains a beacon for both
diaspora and local communities, highlighting the
essence of unity and collaboration. This year, over
1,500 visitors participated, immersing themselves
in a variety of activities that promoted solidarity
and support, including performances, workshops,
community stands, and displays.

Thank you to all our volunteers without whom
Culture Bazaar would not happen!

Thank you to all our participants, businesses and
organisations that worked with us.

Saj Ghafoor - OBE

Founder & Organisor of Culture Bazaar
Director of Startegy & Partnerships

It has been 19 years since the first Culture Bazaar in
Greystone Community Centre, Carlisle in 2007.

The purpose was simple; bringing people from diaspora
communities to share their heritage & the local community to have
the opportunity to share it with them. Music, food, dance, arts and
crafts crosses all language barriers. A safe, friendly environment
that is about community cohesion, spirit, unity and kindness.

It is needed now more than ever, as silence does not mean
agreement to the negative forces. It is not always safe to voice
disagreement. Something as simple as a smile to a stranger who
feels vulnerable, afraid, lonely or isolated can make their day.

Culture Bazaar reaches out to bring joy and to be proud of heritage
and cultural identity, to free to be oneself and share the humanity
thatis in all of us. It continues because it is owned by the
community and that is relevant today as it ever was.

Next year will be our 20" anniversary, so get involved and make the
change you want to see!



DELIVERED

North Cumbria Integrated Care - Had a stall to communicate with
community and delivered blood pressure checks

The event was delivered with the funding we had and was under budget.

Businesses, organisations and statutory bodies engaged through activities,
sponsorship and information stands

Our range of activities around other cultures and participation by diasporas
as well as local British people were as equally attended and enjoyed and
commented upon. Visitors also shared their wishes for how to improve
future Culture Bazaar’s.

The event's performances included community groups and individuals, such
as The Irish Dance performance and the African group who delivered
performance and a fashion show with children from aged 8 upwards.

Many participants connected with other people and the environment was
friendly, fun and participation on the main stage included visitors who were
inspired to share some of their culture on the main stage. Promoting
ownership on the day, as every attempt was made to enable visitors to
participate in a way they wanted.

Funders were on all promotional items and shared on social media. Sponsor

was promoted on social media and had a stand.

Multicultural Cumbria had a fundraising areq, selling refreshments, Positive
Message Tshirts and other gift items.

Multicultural Cumbria invited organisations that they collaborate with
throughout the year, such as PiNC and Carlisle Refugee Action Group.
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Winner of Country Search
competition!

Mauve was the lucky winner who
entered the Country Search
competition that was on the
CB2026 leaflet. She won a basket
of fruit and foodie bites from
around the world!

Maeve was thrilled with her
prize, says Mum, "| got the best

prize of all, there are kiwis!

Winner of School Diversity
Session Competition

Cumwhinton School was the
winning school to receive a free
diversity session in Diversity Week
in June. Nominated by Rebecca
Wallis, who was delighted to know
that the school had won!

We thought it was a hoax as
we couldn’t figure out who had

nominated Cumwhinton School
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Facebook and Instagram Data from 20™ March 2026 - 20™ April 2026

Visitors
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How CB2026 made you feel?

—— Tne 2026 CULTURE BAZAAR
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How CB2027 could be improved!

The 2027 CULTURE BAZAA
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